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PIOUS REFLECTIONS, 
&c. 


FIRST DAY. 


( the Scarceness of true faith, 


I. 

„When the Son of Man 
cometh, shall he find faith on 
the earth ?” Luke xvii. 8. It 
he should now come, would 
ne find it in us? What fruits 


of faith have we to 5shew ? 
Do we look upon this life on- 
ly as a short passage to a bet- 0 


ter? Do we bcheve that we 18 


must suffer with jesus Christ, 
before we can reign with him?“ a 

5 . n 
Do we consider this world as} * 


a deceitful appcarance, and F 


Y 


death as the entrance to treffe 
goods? Do we live by faith 
Does it animate us? Do well 
relish the eternal truths it pre- Li 
sents us with? Are we as care E- 
ful to nourish our souls with“ 
those truths, as to maintain 
i 


our bodies with proper diet 


Do we accustom ourselves toF'*? 


% 4 


BO ce all things in the light of 
e on- faith? Do we correct all our 
pete Jadgements by it? Alas! the 
SET Park of Christians think 
it act like mere heathens. 
. 1 {i we judge (as we justly 
11d 1 of their faith by their 


andi p! actice, Wwe must conclude 
ey have no faith at all. 

II. Let us fear, lest the 
eingdom of God should be 


faken from us, and given to 


> true) : 
faith, 4 
Jo wet 


it pre- 
3thers, Who may bear better 


ruits, © That kingdom of 


is Care- 
s With 
aintain Pod“ is faith reigning in us, 
r diet 


ves to 


nd governing all our thoughts, 
appy he, who has cycs to 


* 6 


us, O Lord, thou hast com- 
manded us to believe, „and 


to taste thy heavenly gift.“ 


pear as a dream to him, To 
know the wonders of God's 
kingdom, we must be born 
again; and to be born again, 
we must die: this is what 


g Ker 


the truth, as it pleases : as for) 


see this kingdom. Flesh and 2 
blood cannot discern it, The 
wisdom of the animal man 
is wilfully blind to it. The 5 
inwerd operations of God ap- 


the world cannot consent to. 
Let the world then despise 2 
and censure, and condema} 


7 

and : We desire to be of the num- 

The ber of thine elect, and we 

. know that no person can be 

The of that number, who does not 

d ap- conform his lite to what thou 
To rachest, 


3od's i} 
born 


1 
5 
2 


SECOND DAY. 
Of the only way to heaven. 


I. « Strive to enter in at 4 


the strait gate,” Mate. vii. 13 3. 


The kingdom of heaven is not? 


fre 

| 
4 
— 


to be entered but by violence: 
it must be taken, as it were, 
by assault, like a bexieged 
place. The gate 15 strait and . 


narrow, we must bow, we} 
must bend, we must makey 
ourselves little to gain admit. 
tance, The great gate, Which 


opens wide, and is passed by" 
multitudes, leads to perdition, 
All broad and smooth wa!” 


9 


are dangerous. Woe to us, 


when the world favours us, 


: 
- 
* 

2 2 
þ | 
5 
53 
1 
” 


n. aud our life seems void of 


trouble. Crosses and Gifh- 
2 


8 cities are the surest marks of 
n the way to heaven. Let us be | 
: aware, therefore, of going on 
with the multitude, and let us 
ziegel Moeck the traces of the few; let 
Jus follow the footsteps of £ 
we paints along the craggy paths 
make di repentance; climbing over 
Amit he rocks, seeking secure 
which ces in the sweat of our face. 
sed byfnd expecting that the last step 
dition our lives should still be a 


b 


h War 


18 
violent struggle to enter the 
narrow gate of cternity. 

II. We are not predestin- 
2ted by God, but to be made 
contormable to the image of 
his Son; to be fastened, as 


eee 


r 


he was, to a cross; renounc- # 


ing, as he did, all Sensual 2 
pleasures; and to be content, 3 
like him, in the midst of suf- 
ferings. But, blind as we ; 
are, we would get down from | 
this cross, which unites us to ; 
our Master, We cannot leave 

the cross, but we must also F 


forsake Christ crucified ; for 


the cross and he are insepar- 


11 
Let us then live and 
1 die . him, who came to 
she w us the true way to heav= 
5 en; and let our only fear be, 
3 lest we should not finish our 
5 Sacrifice on the same altar, 
8 whereon his was consummat- 
5 ed. Alas! all our endeave 
cours here tend to be more at 


Zourselves' from the true way 
o heaven, We know not 


us to hat we do. We do not 
t leave comprehend the mystery of 
t also race, which joins a beati- 
d; for Wude with tears, pronouncing 


asepal- Ihe mourners happy. The 


12 


way which leads to a throne, 
is delighttul, altho' it should 
be overgrown with thorns, 
The way which leads to a pre- 
Cipice is dreadtul, altho' it 
Should be covered with roses. 
We suffer, but we 5sce heav- 


en open: we sutter, but we 


chuse to suffer: We love God, 
and are beloved of him. 


d 
; 
* 
* 
* 
9 
9 
3 
* 
3, 
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8 
3 
'"i 
pi 
2 
5 
2 Y 
* 


THIRD Da”. 
Of tr ut deudtion. 
I. How trequently do men 
eceive themselves by that 
vain religion, which St. James 
warts us of, chap. i. 26, 
me think it consists in Say- 
ever many prayers; others, 
doing many outward works 
to ihe glory of God and ser-— 
vice of our neighbour. Some 
ce it in continual desires 
of Salvation, and otbers in 
great mortifications These 


things are all good, and even 


necessary, to a certain degree, 


— — 


14 


but none of these is the prin- 


cipal thing, or essence of true 


piety. That piety by which Þ 
we are sanctified, and entire- : 
ly devoted to God, consists in, 
doing his will precisely in all 
circumstances of life. Take 3 


what steps you please, do 


what good works you will, 


yet shall you not be reward- 


ed, but tor having done the 7 


will of the Sovereign Master. x 


Altho' your servant should do 3 


wonders, yet it he did not 
that very business which you 
would haye done, you would 
not value his performances, 


prin- 4 


true 
vhick . 
ntire- = 


ists in 


15 
and might justly complain or 
him as a bad servant. 

II. That perfect devoting 
ourselves to God, from which 
devotion. has its name, re- 
quires that we should not on- 
ly do the will of God, but 
also that we should do it with 
love. © He loveth a cheerful 
giver,” and without the heart, 
no obedience is acceptable to 
him. We ought to think it a 
happiness to serve such a mas- 
ter. Let me add, that this 
devoting ourselves to God, 
must be habitual; we must 
be alike resigned to him in 


- 
+ Mf 
TY * 

141 „3e 22 2 — pa . 18 
611 CIiCCUNTISLALTCE * — ren L052 


that are most opposite to our 
our projects; and. it must 
keep us in a constant readi- 
ness to pert with our estate, 

ur time, our liberty. our life, 
and our reputation. To be 
effectually in this disposition, 
is to have true devotion. But 
as the will of God is often 
hid from us, there is still one 
step farther to make in this 
renouncing ourselves; it is to 
do the divine will with abhlind 
obedience, I say a blin „ but 
judicious obedience. This is 


> 


* 


So Gh 
r eee 


3 | BJ 


0 
8 We: . 2 Nenn Ae bi! * MN J » 
03e 3 Wit 411 men are. 0 lit 13 3 
3 1 1 N 
Our 8 cn. those Wio are most en 
2 
5 
. > d canab! 8 
and WF liguntened, and capable to lead 


st 1 others to Cod, must them-— 
di- ; celyes submit to be lead by 
ate, : kim. 

be 4 FOURTH DAY 

on, | Concerning imperfect conver 


Ll 


Sins,. 

Some persons, Who have 
been long estranged from 
God, and are, as it were, at a 
great distance from him, think 
their return to him perfect, as 
soon as they have taken a few 


steps towards it. The most 


* 
4 
4 
L 
4 
* 
5 
2 


38 


upon this occasion, as 1gnor- 


3 
2 
py 


polite and sensible men are, 
* 
ant and absurd, as some 


country clown, who should! 


think himself well at court, 
because he had seen the king. 


| 


© NI 


way of living is less ES 
than it used to be. And then} 
they judge of themselves, not 
by the gospel (the only sure 
rule) but by comparing their : 
present life with{their former. I 
By these means they persuade 


themselves, that they are in 2 
safe condition; and take no 


29 
farther care for their salvation. 


n are, 
This state, perhaps, is more 


ignor- 


some dangerous, than that of notor- 


hould “ 


court, a 


10us sinners ; for the condition 
of these last may some time or 
king, 3 other trouble their conscien- 
more F ces, and put them upon gn= 
their 
iminal J 


3 


deavours of amendment: but 
the imperfect conversian of 
the former, serves only to 
stifle the remorse of con- 
science, to give them a false 
security, and render their 
malad y incurable, 

I have examined my past 
life, saith one, and remarked 
the faults of it: I read good 


20 
books, I go to church cons 
stantly, and I say my prayers, 


as I think, heartily enough, 


I now refrain from all great 


sins at least, but 1 cannot sax, 


that I am so far affected, as 


to live as if did not belong #3 
to the world, and kept 110 5 


measures with it. Religion 


would be too rigorons, if it 


left no room for some wolli— 


fying expedients. The re- 
finements ia devotiov, Winch 
some propose to us, are caf- 


ried too far, end serve only to 


discourage men.—Snch are 


the sentiments of a luke warm 


[4 
[ 
oo 
F 


21 


hristian, who would purchase 


heaven at a cheap rate, Who 


2 considers not what is due to 


God, nor what it has cost 


— 


those Who have attained the 


enjoyment of him. A man 


> 
WO 
V 
A 
— 
61. teen i e ad 


of this character is still far 


A 
— 
2 
of 
CY 
reef 


from a true conversion: he 


gion knows neither the extent of 


Fit God's law, nor the duties of 
„olli 7 repentance, If he had been 
re- 1 to make the gospel, it would 
„ich * have been a different kind of 
cat. E institution, and more indul- 
ly to 3 gent to self-love. But the 

are gospel is unchangeable, and 

by that we shall be judged at 


warm || 
3 the last day. 


FIFTH DAY 
* Of renouncing the world, 


I. © Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in 
the world,” 1 fohn ii. 15. 
How comprehensive are these 
words! The world is that 
blind and depraved multitude 
which Jesus Christ condemns 
in his gospel, and for which 
he refused to pray at his 
death. The world, in one 


The meditation for this day in 


the French, turns so much upon the 2 


different senses of the word esprit, 
which cannot be rendered in Englisb, 
that it was thought proper to substi- 
tote this, taken from another part of 
the author, in its Stead. 


23 


= word, is all those who love 


themselves, or the creatures, 


d. Z without regard to God: we 
rid, 3 are then that world ourselves, 
e in 2 as long as we so love our- 
15, L sclves, and seek that in the 
hese - creatures, which can be found 
that only in God. Happy that 
:ude | apostle, « to whom the world 


was crucified, and he cruci- 
fed to the world,“ Gal. vi. 4. 


his II. What a happiness is it 
one to be convinced, how truly 
0 2 contemptible the world is! 
the ; 

prit, He that parts with the world 
3 for God, parts but with a tri- 


| fle; and they are lamentably 


7 
t 
4 


24 
weak, who think they have 


N >» n 

72 — 

* Le, of mY 8 
Ib 

— << 


. 


done some great matter in 
forsaking it. Every christian 


has already renounced it in 


his baptism; those who live 


r 


in the strictest retirement, on- 
ly keep to tha. engagement 
with more precaution than 


ECC 
b- 
* 


others. To seek the haven is p 
to fly the storm. x 


25 


ave E 


in i 


SIXTH DAY, 


Of patience in Suffermngs. 


I. «In your patience pos- 
zess ye your Souls,” Luke xxi. 
19. Ihe soul loses itself by 
impotience; whereas, when it 


Submits without repining, it 


- 


0 
— 
0 "Es" ©" «iS 
on ee ee 


is possesses itself in peace, and 


3 it also possesses God, To be 


; 
N 5 impatient, is to will what one 


das not; or not to will what 


one has. An impatient soul 
is a slave to passion, having 
zast off the restraints of rea- 
zou and faith: what weak» 
ness! what error is this! As 


C 


26 


long as we will the evil we 


endure, it is not evil; why then] 


Should we make it a real evi], 


by refusing to bear it willing- ; 


ly? The inward peace re- 
sides, not in the senses, or in- 


ferior appetites, but in the 


will. It may be preserved 


amidst the bitterest sorrows, 
as long as the will continues 
in a firm resignation. Peace 
here below consists not in an 
exemption from suffering, 
but in a voluntary acceptance 
of it. 

II. To hear your murmur» 


ing and 1cpining, it would 


* * * 
A . a> - +30 


lelt to me, 1 should deccive, 


27 
zeem that you are the most in- 
nocent soul living; and that 
it 1s great injustice, that you 


are not admitted into the ter- 


| retrial paradise, Remember 


how you have offended God, 
and vou must acknowledge 
his righteous dealing with 


vou. Confess to him with 


the humility of the proc igal 


son, „ Father, I have sinned 


| against heaven. and the: I 
| know how I am indebted to 


| try justice, but T heve not 


myself the courage to dis» 


charge the debt, If it were 


; 
$ 
a 

5. 
0 
11 

1 

1 
4 
f 


28 
I should spare, I should be— 


tray myself. But thy merci- 


ful hand executes What 1 

should never have had the 

courage to do; it corrects me | 
in love. Giant. also that I ear 
may endure with patience its N No 
salut iy corrections. It n mo 
Sinner has a just indignation the 
against himself, the least he but 
can dy is, to receive the pen- that 
ance which he has not the for- 


titude to chuse. 


SEVENTH DAY. 


| Of cubmission and conformity to 


the will of God. 


I. «© Thy will be done in 


earth, as it is in heaven.” 


| Nothing is done here, any 
more than in heaven, but by 
i the will or permission of God; 
but men do not always love 
- that will, because it is often 
| opposite to their desires, If 
| we sincerely loved this will 
of God, and only this, we 
: should change our earth into 
| heaven. We should thank 
f Cod for every thing, for evil 


80 


as well as good; because evil 


Would become good from his 
hand, We should not then 


murmur at the guidance of 


Providence, but approve and 


I see in the course of the stars, 


in the revolutions of seasons, 


in the events of life, but the 


accomplishment of thy Well: 


may it also be accomplisned 


in me! may I love it: may 


it sweeten and endear all e- 


vents to me: may I annihi— 


reign in me! For ut is thine, 


obey. 


adore it. O my God, what do 


late my own, to make thy will Þ 


O Lord, to will, aud mane to 5 


31 
II. Thou hast said, O Lord 


F Jesus, of thyself, with rela- 


tion to thy heavenly Father, 
„ That thou always didst 
what pleased him,” John viii, 
9. Teach us how far that ex- 
ample should lead us. Thou 
art our pattern, Thou. didst 
nothing upon earth but ac- 
cording to the will of 7hy 
Father, who vouchsafes also 
to be called ours, Do thou 
fulfil his will in us, as thou 
didst in thyself. | Grant, that 
we, being inseparably united 
to thee, may never seek to do 


our own will, but is ; so that 


0 ry 2 = Eu w— j 15 . 


32 

not only our religious actions, 
but even our eating, sleeping, 
conversing may all be done 
with no other view but that of Þ 


pleasing him. Then shall our 


whole conduct be sanctifked, 
Then shall all our deeds be- 


come a continual sacrifice, in- 


cessant prayer, and uninter- 
rupted love. When, O Lo1d, 
Shall we arrive at this disposi— 
tion? Do thou vouchsafe to 
conduct us thither : do thou 
vouchsaſe to subdue our re- 
bellious will by thy grace, 
for it knows not what it would 


have, and nothing is truly 


33 
good, but a conformity to hy 


will, 


EIGHTH DAYe. 


Of prayer. 
:. * Frey without ceasing, 
# : 7hess. v. 19 Such is our 
f de pendance upon God, that 
we are obliged not only to 
| do every thing for his sake, 
but also to seek from him the 


beer power 80 to do. And 
* P 


; this happy necessity of having 


recourse to him in all our 
| wants, instead of being griev- 


| ou5 to us should be our great- 


34 


est consolation. What a hap- 82 
piness is it, that we are aHlow- * 
ed to speak to him with con- c: 
fdence; to open our hearts, BE 
and hold familiar conversa- w 
tion with him by prayer! he er 
himself invites us to it; and th 
as St. Cyprian well observes, oY 
we may judge how ready he 0: 
iS to give us those good things, al 
which he himself solicits us 
to ask of him Let us pray gi 
then with faith, and not lose 6 
| the fruit of our prayers by a 01 
wavering uncertainty ; which, 7. 
as St. James testifies, hinders fo 
the success of them, The ne 


| 35 
zame apostle advises us to pray 


when we are in trouble, be— 


cause thereby we should find 


consolation; yet we are $9 
wretched, that this heavenly 


empl » JFat is often a bur- 


then, instead of a comfort to 


us. The lukewarmness of 


6:11 prayers is the source of 


all our other infidelitics. 

II. Ask, and it shall be 
given vou; seek, and ye shall 
ud knock, and it shell be 
open unto you, Matth. vii. 
7. If riches were to be had 


for asking, with what earnest- 


ness, assiduity, and persever- 


36 


- ance, would men 28k for 


them? If treasures were to 
be found With looking for, 
what place would escape their 
search? If by knocking they 
could gain admittan 7 Ly the 
king's council, or the highest 
places of preferment, what a 
knocking should we hear! 
Divine grace is the only true 
good, yet the only thing they 
neglect; the only thing which 
they have not patience to wait 
for. The promise of Christ 
is infallibly certain, and it is 
our own fault, if we do not 
find the effect of it. 


sou 


5 
Fa 
2 


? SPC 


1857 


ich 


ait 


rist 5 they teach us the gospel. Let 


t 15 


not 


we go? thou hast the words 
| of eternal life,” John vi. 68. 


is Jesus Christ who must 


by 
＋ 


8 
Et 
* 
10 


7 
3 
22 
* 


* 


Ps 
*% 
Is 


zus go then to this sacred 


source. He therefore only 


NINTH DAY, : 


; Of hearkening to the voice of 


God. 


I. © Lord, is whom shall 


be harkened to: men are no 
farther to be heard or believ- 
ed, than as they have the truth 
and authority of Jesus Christ. 


Books are only so far good as 


spoke and acted, that we may 


38 
hear him, and apply ourselves 
to study the particulars of his 


life. Wretched as we are, we 


follow our own vain thoughts, 
2nd neglect the truth itself, 


hose words give eternal life, 1 A 

O uncreated Word, yet in- in 

carnate for me, make thyself to 

; understood in mysoul! Speak, Þ 15 
2 Lord, for thy servant heareth, Þ W. 
. and desireth to obcy thee} Le 
_ II. Men often say, that ho 
they would gladly know what] in 

they should do to advance in; Let 

virtue. But when the Spirit] 6©* 

Jer 


of God has taught us what is 
to be done, our courage often 


39 


ails in the execution. We 


easily see that we are not what 


we ought to be; yet we think 
| we do a great deal in barely 
wishing that we were better, 
All kinds of wishing or will- 
| ing, that are not strong enough 
to make us Sacrifice whatever 
is an obstacle to us in our 
way to God, pass for nothing. 
| Let us, therefore, no longer 
hold the truth captive in an 
unrighteous lukewarmness, 
| Let us hear what God sug— 
gests to us. Let us prove the 
Spirit that moves us, to dis- 
cern whether it be of God; 


40 
and if it be, let nothing hin- 
der our obedience. The 
Psalmist prayed to God, not 


only to teach him his will, 


but also to teach him to do it. 


„Teach me to do thy will, 1. 

for thou art my God: thy . 

spirit is good, lead me into 

P 5 N | cri 
1 2 SISA, © a. 36 

the land of uprightuess, =D 


Palm. cxlili. 10. 


TENTH DAY. 
Of the right use of afflictions 


„ They who are Christ's 
dave cracified the flesh, with 


the affections and lusts,””* Gal. 


v. 24. The more we. fear 
crosses, the more reason have 
we to think that we Want 
them: let us not be discours 
aged, when the hand of God 
layeth heavy ones upon us. 
We ought to judge of the vio- 
lence of our disease, by the 
violence of the remedies 
which our Spiritual physician 


prescribes us. It is 2 great 


1 
(#1 


$2 
argument of our own wretche 
edness, and of God's mercy, 
that notwithstanding the diffi- 
culty of our recovery, he 
vouchsaſes to undertake our 
cure. Let us then draw from 
our very 2Mictions a source 
of love, of comtort, and trust 
in God, s2ying with his apos- 
tle, „our light effliction, 
which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight ot 
glory,” 2 Cor. iv. 17. Blessed 
are they who mourn, and so- 


in tears, because they shall 


eap with ineffable joy the 


| 43 
harvest of eternal felicity. 


II. I am crucified with 
Christ,“ said St. Paul; we are 
fastened to the cross with him, 
and by him; for his grace 


keeps us there, and for his 


sake we choose to continue 


there, lest by forsaking it, we 
should part from him. O0 
suffering and adorable Jesus! 


| to Whose sacrifice I unite my- 


self, do thou communicate to 
me, together with thy cross, 
also thy spirit of love and re- 
5ignation. Make me think less 
of my sufferings, than of the 
happiness of suffering with 


44 
thee. Make me love thee, 
and | $hall not fear the cross J 


and altho' my zufferings 
Should be very great, yet will 
they not be greater than J 


chuse to endure. 


ELEVENTH DAV. 


Of meekness and humility. 


I. « Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart,“ 
Matth. xi. 29. If any other 
than jesus had taught this les- 
zon, the imperfection of the 
teacher would have furnished 
us with objections to the doc- 
trine. He therefore taught it 
himself, and that too by his 
own example, which is such 
as Should silence all objec- 
tions; such as should make us 
adore, be confounded, and 
imitate, What! the Son of 
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God descends from heaven to 
earth, takes a corruptible 
body, and dies upon the cross, 
to shame us out of our pride! 
He who is All, annihilates 
himself; and I, who am noth- 
ing, would be, at least would 
have others think me, quite 
other than what I am! What 
an impudent vanity, and dia- 
bolical presumption is this! 
our Lord saith not, Be ye 
meek and lowly : but he 
Saith, © I am meek and low- 
ly of heart; it is enough to 
know that he 1s humble, to 


conclude that we ought to be 
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80. His example is such an 


authority, as none may find a 
dispensation for, much less 
the sinner, Who may well 
chuse humility, when he has 
deserved damnation. 

II. Our Lord joins meek- 
ness with humility, because 
humility is the source of true 
meekness. Pride is ever 
haughty, impatient, and cap- 
tious; but he who despises 
himself is content to be de- 
:pised. He who thinksnoth- 
ing due to him, will not think 
himself neglected, The true 
virtue of meekness is never 
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the eſſect of constitution; all 
appearances of 1t, that are the 
product of mere nature, arise 
from weaxness, indolence, or 
cunning. To be meek tow- 
ards others, we must renounce? 
ourselves. 

To meekness, our Lord 
adds lowliness of heart; it i; 
no speculative conviction he 
requires, but the real bent and 
inclination of the heart; it is 
a lowliness to which the will 
consents, and which it loves 
for the glory of God; it is an 


entire distrust of ourselves, 


dur own parts and abilities, 
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that we may owe our cure to 
God alone. To despair at 


the sight of our own. wretch- 


edness is not humility, but a 
most abominable kind of 


pride, 


TWELFTH DAY. 
Of the faults of others. 


I. Bear ye one another's 
burdens,” Gal. vi. 2. Chari. 
ty does not require of us. tht 
we should not see the faul:; 
of others, but that we shou!! 


avoid all needless and volun. 


tary observing them; and 
that we should not be blind 


to their good qualities, when 
we are so sharp-sighted to 
their bad ones. We should 
always remember what a 
change God may every mom- 


ent work in the most unwor- 
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thy of men; we should bear 
in mind the many reasons we 
have to despise ourselves, and 


consider that true charity, as 


it sees all things in the same 


light that God does, must 
consequently extend itself to 
the meanest of his creatures. 
Grace does not take away our 
knowledge of what is con- 
temptible, but it teaches us 
to bear with it in a devout 
submission to the secret de- 
Signs of Providence. It does 
not permit us to humour our- 
selves in an impatient or dis- 


dainful temper; and as it 
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makes us principally regard, 


and only rely upon God, $ 
it prevents our being disap— 
pointed or provoked at the 
folly and corruption we see 
in the world. 

II. Whet if others are weak, 
is that a reason for your no 


longer keeping any measure 


with them? You. that com- 4 s, | 


plain of their troubling you, 
do you give nobod any 
trouble ? You, that are 50 
much shocked at the faults 
you see, are you yourself with— 
out faults? If all, to whom 
you have been troublesome, 


ALA 
that 


pro 


] znoold return the trouble they 


have had with you, you would 
be oppressed with the weight. 
Ard besides, even supposing 
that men had nothing to re— 
proach you with, yet consider 
facher, what obligations you 
lie under from God, to shew 
that toarbearance towards oth- 
| ters. for which you know you 
have such abundant occasion 


bt his hands, 
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© 


THIRTEENTH DAY. 


| care 
Of the one thing necessary, 88 
IJ. Thou art troubled and | «>! 
careful about many things, my. 
but one thing is needful,” Puts 
Luke x. 41. We think we Pere 
have many businesses to do, 1s 
end we have but one. If that uss 
be performed, the others are I 
included in it. If that mis. or 
carry, whatever success the ee 
others may seem to have, they IM +: 
will all come to nothing. Wh) 
should we then divide our Nude 
heart and our care? O my ide 
only business, thou shal; urs 


55 


benceforward be my only 


care! In the ray of divine light, 
FI will each moment peace- 
| :hly perform, according to 
| my abilities, what Providence 
puts in my way. I will be 
careful for nothing else, be- 
ceuse nothing else is my bus— 


128 


vl Q 
mess. 


| IF. I ü have finished the 
work, which thou, O Father, 
davest me to do,“ John vii. 
4. Each of us should be able 
to say as much at the day of 
judgment. I ought to con- 
cider the business, whic': oc— 


curs in the daily order of 


—— ———— 
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Providence, as the work which e 
God appoints me; and 1 en 
should apply myself to it in 1 60 
a manner worthy ot God, viz. 30 
with exactness, and with tran. ac 
quillity. I ought not to neg- 8 a 
ject any thing, or be pas. n 
sionately vehement about any me 
thing, for it is dangerous to tne 
do the work of the Lord ne- e 

gligently on the one hand, er ess 

on the other, to appropriate it do 1 
to ourselves by self-love and ting 

false zeal: in this last case, Mot it 
we do our actions from a Neeb! 

Fou 


principle of self-will; we are 


coger and anxious for the suc- 
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h ö dess, and that under the pre- 
| tence of seeking the glory of 
in Cod. Thus self-love dis- 
25 guises itself under the appear- 
. ö ance of zeal; and grieves, and 
g- | ;Saflicted, when it miscarries 
18 | in its designs. O God, grant 
ny ne the grace to be faithful in 
i» me action, and resigned as tv 
10- che success! My only busi- 
er ness is to do thy will, and to 
it do it as thy will, not forget- 
nd ting thee in the performance 
\se, of it. It is thine to give my 
\ a Wiceble endeavours the success 
are Pou pleasest, even none if 


nou seest fit, 


aeg for deat] 
's 87 


death. 
„Thou fool, this nigh: 

hy soul be required © 

then Whose shall those 

which thou hast 

provides ?” J. URe XN. 20. De- 
plorable is the "2668 of 
nen. who will not think of 
death, but diveit their minds 
ly from a thing that 

is inevitable, and which they 
might render happy by think- 
ing of it. Nothing is so d read- 


Cul as death, to those who ate 


jond of life It is strange, 


59 
that the experience of so ma- 
ny ages should not make us 
zudge solidly of the present, 
and of the future, so as to 
take proper measures in the 
We doat 
upon this world, 2s if it were 


one for the other, 


never to have an end; and we 
neglect the next, as if it were 
never to have a beginning. 

II. Therefore be ye also 
ready; for in such an hour, 
as ye think not, the Son of 


man cometh,””* Matth. xxiv. 


34 These words are address- 


to every one of us in particu= 
lar, Vet all men (for few 
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even among persons of piety 
are to. be excepted) reckon 
upon a long life, and form 
projects accordingly. And 
what is the reason of such an 
obstinate hope of life? it i; 
because we love it passionate- 
ly, And whence is it that 
we affect to remove death at 
such a distance from us? it is 
because we. do not love the 


kingdom of God, and the 


grandeurs of the world to 


come. O gross and stupid 
mortals, who cannot raise 
themselves above this earth, 


wherein, even by their own 
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-onfess10n, they are miserable! 


The true manner of preparing 


for the last moment, is to 
spend all the others well, and 
ver to expect that. 


e 


FIFTEENTH DAY, 
Of our hopes in eternity. 

I. Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have enter- 
ed into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him,” 
1 Cor. ii. 9g. What propor- 
tion is there betwixt what we 
do upon earth, and what we 
hope for in heaven? The 


primitive christians rejoiced 


through this hope incessantly : 


heaven secmed ever open be- 
fore them. Neither troubles 


nor disgraces; neither tor- 


63 
ments, nor cruel death, could 
glvert them from the view of 
it, They knew the infinite 
bounty that was to reward 
their pains; thereſure they 
thought they could never sut- 
fer enough. They were 
transported with joy, when 
chey were found worthy of 
some great humiliation; and 
we, lukewarm souls, We 
would suffer nothing; and the 
reason is, because we. Want 
those hopes that should sup- 


port us. We sink under the 


lightest crosses, even under 


that spring from our 


64 
piiGe, folly; or eileininacy, 
II. Those wo Sow in 
tears shall reap in joy,“ Ps, 
CXXV. 5, We must sow, that 
we may reap, and this life is 
the seed-time; in the next we 
shall reap the fruit of our la- 
bours. The carnal man, lazy 
and hasty, would reap with- 


out sowing. We would serve 


God at little cost. We would 


have the ways to him mace 
wide, and smooth, and easy. 
To hope much, and suffer 
little, is what selt-love aims 
at. Blind that we are, shall 


we never see that the King— 


6; 
Ll 


* 


dom ot heaven suffers vio- 


!ence, and that only those who 


do themselyes violence, are 
worthy to enter into it? Let 
us mourn, and be in grief 
here below, since “ blessed 
arc they that mourn:““ and 
woe 15 pronounced to those, 
who receive their consolation 
in this life. The time will 
come, when all vain joys will 
be confounded, The world 
Shall weep in its turn, and 
God shall wipe all tears from 


our eyes. 


SIXTEENTH DAY: 
Of our daily bread. 


I. „Give us this day our 
daily bread.” By this bread 
is mcant not only the bodily 
food, which Providence sup- 
plies us with, but also that 
nourishment of truth, which 
he daily provides for out 
souls; it is the bread „ which 
nouricheth to eternal life:“ 
which makes the soul en- 
crease, and grow strong in 
the trials of faith. This God 
allots us each day; appoint- 


ing precisely those inward 


67 
dispositions and outward cir- 
cumstances, which are most 
proper to make us advance in 
faith and self denial; and we 


our 
ead receive our daily bread from 
dily him, in accepting, as from his 
up- hand, all his appointments. 

that II. Hunger is what gives a 
nich relisch to food, and makes it 
Out digest. Why have we not an 
uch hunger and thirst for righte- 
£5” ousness? Why are not our 
en. spiritual appetites as keen as 


those of the body? We think 
the man sick, Who has lost his 
appetite; and so it is with our 


Souls; they languish, and are 
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in an evil state, as long as they 
are without a spiritual hungen 
for that food which cometh 
from God. The nourishment 
of the soul is truth and righ- 
teousness. To know whaet 1; 
truly good, to be filled with 
it, to be strengthened by it, 


that is the Spiritual food, the 


breed of heaven we are to feed 
upon. Let us appear. before 
God with the carnestness of 
beggars, who crave some 
bread to subsist on. Tho 
worst kind of poverty is, not 
to be sensible of our wants, 


Let us, therefore, read and 


me 
The 


not 
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ray with this mental hunger 
or what should feed our souls; 
with this vehement thirst for 
that water which springeth up 
into everlasting life. Noth- 
ing but an earnest and con- 
tinual desire of instruction, 
can qualify us for the Know- 
ledge of the wondrous things 
of God's law, Every one re- 
ceives this knowledge only in 
the same degree as he desires 
it. Acgreat degree of this de- 


:ire is the proper preparation 


tor receiving the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper. 


SEVENTEENTH DAY. 
Of inward peace. 

I. Peace. 1 leave with 
you, my peace I give nnto 
you, not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you,“ John xiv, 
27. All men seck peace, bu 
they seek it where it is not to 
be found; they scek it in the 
world, Which 1s ever prom- 


sing, but can never give us a 


solid peace: that is the gift 


of Christ alone, who recon- 
ciles the man to himself, sub- 
Cues the passions, sets bounds 


to the desires, inspires the 


21 
7 


hopes of cternal bliss, and 
gives the joy of the Holy 
Ghost, such a joy as persists 
the midst of sufferings, and 


owing from an inexhaustible 


h. source, becomes a perpeturl 
v. spring of delight, which the 
ut world cannot interrupt nor 
to diminish. 

he II. True peace is not to be 
a found, but in the possession 
A of God; and the possession 
ift of God cannot be attained but 
n. by faith and obedience: re— 
k- move all forbidden objects: 
4 renounce all unlawful desires: 


cast Off all earnest care and. 
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anxiety; desire only God 
seek only God: and then you 
shall have peace, such a peace 
as the world shall not be able 
to disturb. For what can 
trouble you? Is it poverty, 
disgrace, disappointments. 
outward or inward crosscs ? 
You should see all these in the 
hand of God as real favours, 
which he vouchsafes to give 
you a Share. in. Then the 
World will have a new ap- 


peace prove inviolable 


FICUTEENTH DAY. 


Of deceitful joys. 


1. „ I said of laughter, it 


is mad: and of mirth, what 
doth it?” Eccles. ii. 2. The 
joys of worldly-minded men 
are like those of delirious per- 
sons, who have lost their rea- 
eon by distemper. Delusion 
is the only cause of their 
pleasure: they think them- 
selves in abundance, when in 
reality they are quite destitute. 
Death will end this dream of 
folly, and, when they awake, 
they shall be confounded at 
f 
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their poverty. Miserable. 
therefore, are those, whom the 
false pleasures of the world 
render incapable of true con- 
solation. Let us say contin- 
ually of such vain “ mirth, 
what doth it?” Nothing is 
a solid subject of joy, but our 


hopes of God's favour; all 
other delight is but a dream, 


II. Jesus said to the wom- 


an of Samaria, ** whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again,“ Jon iv. 19% This 
may be applied to all world- 
ly satisfactions; the more 
we enjoy them, the more we 


75 
want them. The possession 
of riches does but encrease 
our thirst of them. Avarice 
and ambition are more uneasy 
for what they have not, than 
pleased with what they have, 
The enjoyment of pleasure 
Soitens the soul, and makes it 
unsatiable. The more we 
divert ourselves, the more we 
want diversion; and it 1s 
easier to persevere in a state 
of fervour and penitance, than 
to recover it again when we 


have given way to pleasure 
and relaxation. Let us, there. 
fore, watch over ourselves, 


76 
and abstain from those water; | 
which will but encrease our N 
thirst. Let us keep our heart 
with care, that it be not se- 
duced by the vain joys of the N 
world, which will end only þ 


in despair. 


77 
NINETEENTH DAY, 
Of holy tears. 

I, Blessed are they that 


| mourn, for they shall be com- 
| forted,”” Matth. v. 4. What 
new kind of tears are these? 
baith St. Austin) they make 
5 happy those who shed them. 
This happiness consists in be- 
ing afflicted for the wicked- 
ness of the world; the many 
ö dangers which surround us, 
| and the inexhaustible corrup- 
tion of our own hearts. It is 
2 great gift of God, to fear 
losing his love; to fear lest 
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we should wander from the 


5trait way. The saints shed 
tears for this. It is difficult! 
to rejoice While one is in dan- 
ger of losing what one values] 
most, and of losing ones self 


with it. It is impossible not a 


to be afflicted, while one sees 
nothing but vanity, error, of-F 
fences, forgetfulness, and con- 
tempt of the God we love, | 
Grief is due to $0 many sad 
occasions of sorrow; our 
grief shall be pleasing in the 
Sight of God, He himself 
inspires it: his love causes 


our tears to low, and he shall 


19 


el wipe them from our 
des. 

II. We hear Jesus Christ 
ay, „ Woe be unto you that 
laugh now, for ye shall mourn 
and weep. 


that are rich, for ye have re- 


| ceived your consolation, Luke 


vi. 24, 25, and yet men seek 
He also 


mirth and riches. 


| 52ith, © Blessed are they that 


| weep gh yet they tcar nothing 


nore than sorrow. Wecshould 


grieve here, not only for the 


| dangers of our on state, but 


for every thing that is vain and 


We should weep 


criminal, 


Woe unto you 
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for ourselves, and for others: 


all deserve our tears. Happy 
the tears which spring from 
grace, which make us disrel. 
ish these transitory thingæ, 
and produce in us the desire 
of the good things of eternity. 


TWENTIETH DAY, 


Of worldly w:5dom 


I. The wisdom of world- 
ly minded men must needs 
e great, since our Lord as- 
sures us, that it is greater than 
chat of the child ren of God; 
yet with all its pretensions and 
| fair appealances, it is fatal to 
those who follow it. This 
| crooked and Subtle wisdom 
is most opposite to that of 
God, which is ever plain and 
simple; and what oes it avail 
its professors, seeing they are 
always taken in their own de- 
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vices? The apostle St Jan: 
$2ith of this kind of wisdom, 
that it is earthly, animal, (or 
sencual) and deulr5h, James 
iii. 15. Farthly, because it 
confines its care to the getting 
or possessing the things of the 
earth. Animal, or sensual, 
because it seeks only to make 
provision for gratifying the 
passtons or sensua! appetites ; 
and derrlich, because to the 


zubtilty and penctration Of 2 


demon, it joins also the mal- 
ice. Men so qualified, think 


to impose upon others, but in 
the event, they deccive only 


themselves. 
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11. Blind, therefore, are 
those, who think them- 
:clves wise without the grace 
of Jesus Christ, which only 
can make us truly wise. They 
are like those, who in a dream 
think themselves awake, and 
believe all the objects they 
imagine to be true and real: 
and while they are pursuing 
their vain projects of plcas- 
ure or ambition, (so great is 
the infatuation that possesses 
them) they see not what lies 
in the way bctore them, somie- 


times disgrace, always death, 


| judgment, and eternity. These 


34 


great objects daily advance, 


and approach nearer to pro- 


phane men; yet they see tkem 


not. Their political skill 


foresees every thing, but the the 
inevitable fall and annihila- de. 
tion of all they set their hearts 8. 
npon. O mad and infatuat- on. 
ed, when will ye open your | *0 
eyes to the light of Jesus the 
Christ, which discovers the ze 
emptiness of all grandeur here i 
below! | ing 
| | the 

in 

pre 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 
Of trust in God. 


] t is better to trust in 
the Lord, than to put confi- 
dence in man,” Psalm. cxviii. 
8. Men are ever trusting to 
one another, to weak friends, 
to unfaithful servants; yet 
they fear to put their trust 
and conſidence in God. They 
will rely upon the hand- writ- 
ing of some great man, but 


they will have no assurance 


in the gospel. The world 
promises, and they believe; 
| Cod protests, and they doubt 
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whether they should believe 1 4 
or no. What a disrespect to er 
him! What a mischief to 
Z themsclves is this! Let us w 
: restore the true order of she 
8 things, and regulate our con- an. 
fidence by the laws of a true I thi 
proportion, Let us perform str 
what depends upon us with up 
moderation; and expect what ÞÞ 13, 
depends upon God without b: 
any restriction. Let us re- wa 
press all hastiness of passion, Þ thi: 
and all solicitude disguised my 
under the name of zeal; 380 | but 
we shall establish ourselves Þ to « 
in God, and become like vc 


Mount Zion, which can nev- 


er be moved. 

II. Our trust in God; 
with regard to our salvation, 
should be still more raised 
and firm. 1 dan do all 
things through Christ who 
Strengthens me,“ said St. Paul 
upon this account, Pau, iv. 
13. When! thought I should 
be able to do every thing, [ 
was incapable of doing any 
thing; now that I despair of 
myself, and have no hope left, 
, but in God, I begin to be able 
| to do every thing. A happy 
N weakness this, which makes 
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me find in God, what i: 


wanting in myself. I glory 


in my infirmities, and the mis- 


fortunes of my life, because 


they serve to cure my mis- 


takes concerning the world 


and myself. I ought to think 


myself happy that his merci- 


fal afflictions have reduced 


me to extremities; since there- 


in I shall receive of his 
Strength, I shall be hid under 


his wings, and environed with 


that special protection which 


he extends to his devout chil- 


dren who have no dependence 


but upon him. 
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(„How 2reat 1s 


CP 
indness. of the Lord our 
d, and his compassion un- 
such as turn unto him in 
Fholiness!““ Eccles. Xxvii. 29 
Wly do we delay to cast ur- 
lues into the depth of this 
The more we lose 
n in faith and 
safer We ie. Ne 
us give ourselves up to God, 
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dension of danger. He will 
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us, and make us to love 


ir 
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him; and that love encreasin 


7 
claily, Shall produce in us all 
the other virtucs, He alone 
Small fill our heart, which the 
world has agitated and intox- 
cated, but could never fill. 
He will take nothing from us, 
but what makes us unhappy, 
He will only make us despise 
the world, which perhaps we 
do already. He will alter 
little in our actions, and only 
correct the motive of them, 
by making them all be refer- 
red to himself. Then the 
most ordinary and seeming— 
Iy indifferent actions shall be. 


94 
dome exercises of virtue, 
:nurces of consolation. We 
hall cheerfully behold death 
| 2yproach, as the beginning of 
e immortal; and as St. Paul 
peaks, „ we Shall not be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, 
and mortality shall be swal— 


Jowed up of life,”” 2 Cor. v. 4. 
And we ehall then discover 
the depth of God's mercy 
which he has exercised to- 
wards us. 

IT. Consider, in the pres- 
ence of God, the effects cf 


that infinite mercy which you 


have already experienced, the 
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lights which Christ has given 
you, the good thoughts he hes 
inspired you with, the sins he 
has pardoned, the dangers he 
has preserved you from, and 
the extraordinary assistance 
he hes afforded you. En- 


deevour to excite your love 


towards him by these preci- 


OUs marks of his goodness. 
add to these, the remembi ance 
of the crosses he has dispens— 
ed for your sanctification; 
for those also are the riches of 
his mercy, which you ought 
to consider as signal testimon- 


ies of his love. Let a sense 
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of past favours inspire you 
with as tust in him for fu 
tre. Learn from these, that 
be has loved you too much 
not to love YOU Stil! Disttust 
ot him, but only yourself, 
Remember that, s his apostle 
:praks, © He is the Father of 
mercies. and God of all con- 
zolstion,“ 2 Cor. i. 3 He 
ometimes seperates ti ese two: 
his consolations are withdrawn, 
but his merces still continue, 
He takes away what is sweet 


and sensible in grace, because 


you want to be humbled and 


punished for having sought 
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consolation elsewhere. Such 


chastisement 158 Still a new 


depth of bis mercy 
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TWEN TY THIRD DAY. 
tlie easiness Christ's yoks. 


I. My yoke is easy, and 
my burden light,“ Matth xi. 
70. Let not the name of yoke 
deter us, for 't is the yoke of 
Christ, and he helps us to beat 
it; he makes us love it; he 
endears it to us by the in- 
ward charms of righteousness 
and truth. He gives a dis- 
gust for false pleasure, and 
renders the practice of virtue 
delightful. He supports the 


man against himself, frees him 


trom original corruption, and 


2 . * 
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makes him strong notwith. 
standing his weakness, What 
fearest thou, O man of little 
faith? let God exert himself 
in thee, Abandon thyself to 
him. You shall suftcr, but 
you shall suffer with love 
and inward tranquillity. You 
shall fight, but you shall gain 
the victory: the Lord himselt 
shall! fight for you, and re- 


Ward your success. You shall 


weep; but your tears sball be 


pleasing, and God shall him- 
zelf wipe them from your 
eyes. You shall be restrain— 


ed from following your pas- 


a7 
5:9NS, but aſter a free sacrifice 
of your liberty, yon will find 
another kind of liberty, un» 
wnown tothe world, aud more 
valuable than universal em- 


3 


fear epgzging too far with 
The more we love 

Min, the more we shall love his 
commandments. That love 
comfort us in losses, 
zweeten Our crosses, set us 
free from all other dangerous 
gections, make us see even 


rough a cloud of afflictions 


tue mercy that dispenses them 
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to us, and make us discover 
in death itself eternal glory 
and bliss. What then are we 
afraid of? Can we have too 
much of God? Is it a mis- 
fortune to be freed from the 
heavy yoke of the world, and 
to bear the light burden oi 
Jesus Christ? Do we fear to 
be too happy, too much de— 
livered from ourselves, from 


the caprices of our pride, the 


violence of our passions, and 
the tyranny of this deceitf:! 
World? 
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PUENTY-FOURTH DAY 
Of false liberty. 
I «© Where the spirit of the 


Lord is, there is liberty,“ 


2 Cor. lii. 1. The love ot 
liberty is one of the most 
dangerous passions of the 
neart of man, and it happens 
with this, as with the rest of 
the passions, it deceives those 
who follow it; and instead of 
true liberty, it reduces them 
to the hardest and most in- 
'2meous servitude, for what 
sc can we call the life of 


worldly men * What do they 
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endure to obtain and presewe 
the good opinion of those 
whom at the same time they 
despise? What trouble heve 
they to stifle th se passions, 
which they would conrtroul, 
and gratiſy those which they 
would indulge, to hide their 
inward vexations, and save 
appearances? Is this the lib. 
erty we are so fond of, and 
which we are 80 unwilling to 
Sacrifice to God? Where is 
this liberty to be found? 1 
see nothing but constraint, 
but base and unworthy sub- 
zection, but a wretched ne- 


essity of disguising ourselves; 
we refuse ourselves to God, 
who desires us only to save 
15, and we give ourselves. up 
tothe world, which can only 
enslave and ruin us 

II. It is thought the men 
of the world do nothing but 
what pleases them, because 
they have a relish for the pas- 
510ns they indulge ; but those 
who think this, do not cone 


ider the nksomeness, the 


Hathings and diSappoint- 


ments, inseparable from a pur- 
Suit of pleasure; and the 


many contradictions and mor- 
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tifications which attend the 
greatest preterments. The 
outside appears pleasing, but 
within is vexation and dis- 
quiet. Men think freedom 
consists in depending on no 
body but one's self; this is an 
extravagant mistake; there is 
no Such state, there is no con- 
dition whercia a man does 
not depend on many others, 
wherein he is not more oblig— 
ed to follow their fancies then 
his own. All the commerce 
of life is a perpetual confine- 
ment by the laws of good- 
breeding, and the necessity of 
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eumouring others; and, be- 
sides, our own passions are 
me worst of tyrants: if you 
obey them but by halves, 't is 
: perpetual strife and contest 
within; and if you quite give 
up yourself to them, 't is hor- 
rid to think to what extiemi- 
tics they will Iead. May God 
preserve us from that fatal 
Slavery, which the mad pre- 
zumption of man calls liberty! 
L.berty is to be found only 
in him; * his truth shall set 


us tree,” and make us exper- 


12NCe, that to serve him is to 


eng. 
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TWENTY-PIFTH DAY. 
07 the perfect devoting of on- 
gelbes ta God. 

IJ. Lord what woulde:t 
thou have me to do?“ & 4 Was 
St. Paul's enquiry When he 
was struck to the earth by 
miracle, and converted by the 
grace of that Jesus whom he 
had persecuted. Alas! how 
often have we persecuted him 
by our infidelities, our hu— 


mours, and our pass ions, 


| 
Y 
g 


» hich have withstoad the 


9 


works of his mercy in our 


5 1 * 
hegrtsp At last he has KIUCKH 


down by tibulation; he 


as crushed our pride; he has 
-onfounded our worldly wis- 
dom; and put self-love in 2 
-onsternation. Let us now, 
herefore, say to him with a 
pertect resignation, ** Lord, 
what wouldest thou have me 
o do? HHitherto my return 
to thee has been very defec- 
tive. I have used many eva- 
i985, and endeavoured to 
ave all I could from the total 
zacrifice which I ought to 
make to thee. But I am now 
»ctter disposed, and desire 
tat thou mayest become the 
h 


— 


>| C7 5 


absolute master of 
and actions. 

II. Nor is it sufficient that 
the oblation we make to God 
bo universal; 't is of no ser- 
vice, while it continues loose 
and uncertain, without de- 
scending to perticulars, and 


being ratified by practice. 


Good purposes cost nothing, 


and are worth nothing, if we 
do not put them in execution. 
We must desire our periec- 
tion with greater earnestness, 
than we ever sought a tem- 
noral good, and not do les: 


er God, than we have alrcacy 
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done ſor the world. Let us 
arch our hearts: am deter- 
nined to sacrifice to God my 
strictest friendships, my most 
confirmed habits, my most 


wevalent inclinations, and 


1 
4 


wost agreeable diversions ? 


On es nx 22 pe 
{ 2 2 
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TWENTY-SIXTHDAYS 


Of the terms men would make 
with Cod. 

T. © How long will ye halt 
between two opinions?“ 
1 Kings XV. 21. No man 
can Serve two masters,“ Matth. 
vi. 24. Men know, if they 
would be saved, they must 
love and serve God: but they 
would fain Separate from that 
love, and that service, what- 
ever is burdensome; and leave 
only what they like. They 
would serve him on the terms 


of giving him only words and 
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ceremonies. and of those cere- 
monies, only such as are not 
too long and tedious, They 
would love him on the terms 
of loving. with him, and per- 
haps above him, things which 
he has forbidden and con- 
demned. They would love 
him on the terms of dimin— 
isbing nothing in that blind 
self-love, whereby, instead of 
referring themselves to God, 
by whom, and from whom 
they exist, they, on the con- 
trary, refer God to themselves, 
and betake themselves to him 


only as a source of comfort, 


* 

1 

"x 

[1 

25 

1 
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when the creatures fail thern, 
They would serve him and 
love him on theterms of being 
sometimes ashamed of him, 
and not venturing to give him 
any more than the world shell 
allow and approve of. What 
kind of love and service is 
this ? | 

It. God will admit no 
other terms withus, but those 
which we covenented in our 
baptism, wherein we promis— 
ed to renounce the world fo: 
his sake, His first and gre: 
commandment requires that 


we should love him undeserys 


ediy with our whole heart 
ern. : 
\ and mind, and strength. Can 
an | 
te be said truly to love God, 


who pays a great deference to 


the world his adversary, a- 
gainst which he has denounc- 
ed so many judgments? Can 
hne be said to love God, wha 
is afraid of knowing him too 
much, lest he should be too 
far engaged in his service? 
Can he be said to love God, 
who satisfies himself with not 
alfronting him, and takes no 
pains to please him, nar is 
zealous for an Opportunity to 


serve him? God sets no lim 
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- 


its to 113 love towards dif, 


and. therefore, ous returns to 
him should be of the same 
Nature. 
TWENTY-SEVENTIHDAY,. 
Of Spending our time well. 
| I. & Let us do good while 


we have time, Gal, vi. 10. 


« The night cometh in whichf 


no man can work,“ Fohn ix. 


4. Time is precious, but men 


know. not its true value; no! 


will they learn it, till it is toop 


late. | 


us, and we bestow it as if i. 


were nothing worth: nayg 


: 


Our friends ask it off 


te | 


\ * 
4 . 
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sometimes it is a burden we 
want to get rid of; yet the 
day will come when, we shall 
think one quarter of an hour 
more valuable than all the 
treasutes of the earth. God, 
most liberal and bounteous of 
all other things, teaches us. by 
the frugal dispensation of 
providence, how careful we 
onght to be to innke « wed 
usc of tine, becauss be rover 
gives us two moins to- 
gether, nor grants us a Second, 


till he has withdrawn the 


| firs, still keeping the third in 


his own hand, so that we are 


in a perfect uncertainty 
whether we shall have it or 
no. Time is given us to pre— 
pare for eternity, and eterni- 
ty will not be too long to re- 
gret our lost time, if we have 
made an ill use of it. 

II All our life, as well as 


our heart, is due to God: they 


are neither of them too much. 


for him. He gave them only, 
that we might love and serve 
him. Let us, therefore, rob 


nim of nothing. We cannot | 
every moment do great mat- 
ters for him, but we may al- 


ways do what is proper for 


be c 
rupt 
our 

Shou 


ec 


our condition, To be silent, 
to suffer, to pray, when there 
no room for outward action, 
is an acceptable offering to 
God, A disappointment, a 
contradiction, an injury re- 
ceived and endured for God's 
Sake, is of as much value as a 


long prayer; and the time is 


not lost, which is spent in the 


Practice of meekness and pa- 
tience. But for this we must 
be cautious, that those inter- 
ruptions do not happen by 
our own fault. Thus we 
should regulate our life, and 


« redeem the time, as St. Paul 
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pears, lying from the world, 
its vain amusements, useless 
correspondencies, and unprot- 
itablc conversations, whicn 
serve only to dissipatc ont 
minds, and indulge our self- 
love. By these mcans we 
Shall-find time for the service 


of God: all that is spent 


otherwise is lost. 


depe. 
is the 


and | 


*houlc 
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TWENTT-FIeuru Dar. 
O/ ihe presence of God. 


IJ. Walk before me, and 
de thou perfect,“ Gen. xvii. 
1. They are the words of 
God to Abraham, inst ructing 
us, that to. live in the presence 


God is the way to perfece 


tion. We never depart from 


that way, but by losing sight 
of God, and forgetting our 
God 
is the light by which we see, 
and the end 
thould aim. 


| dependence upon him, 


at which we 
In all the busi- 


ness and events of life, we 
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should consider only the or- 
der of his providence, and 
we shall maintain a sense of 
his presence in the midst of 
our business, as long as we 
have no other intention in per- 
forming it, but purely that of 
obeying him. 

II. I Will lift up mine 
yes to the hills, from whence 
cometh my help, Ps. cxxi. 


1. Looking only to our fect, 


will not be sufficient to de- 
liver us from the many snares 
that Surround us; the danger, 
indeed, is below, but the de- | 


liverence can come only from 
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above; thither must we lift 
up our eyes to him, from 
v hom our help cometh, Our 
enemies encompass us inces- 


zantly; nor are we in less 


danger from within, by reason 


f our infirmity: we have no 


lope but in Jesus Christ, who 
nas overcome the world for 
Himself and ſor us: his om- 


nipotence will Support our 


infrmitics, 


Feen i NH DAY. 


TW ENT a 


Of the love we ought to have fo 
God. 


1], © Whom have I in hcave 


en but thee? and there is none 


n earth that 1 desire beside 
When 


0 
thee, “ Pal, Ixxili. 25. 


we say to God, that we love 


him with all our heart, dt is 


often a mere form of Words 


without truth or meaning- 


Men 1car! it when: they arc 


Foung, aud they continue to 


use it when they are Crown 


up, Without thinking of what 


th Av 
TY OS 7.09 


<av To love God is to 


= 


eigned love, Ri does not 


desire to sco the Beloved. 
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have no other will but his; to 
„cep faithfully his law, and 
have in abhorrence all viola- 
tion of it. To love God, 

io love what Christ loved, 
poverty, humilietiens, and 
sufferings; it is to hate what 
e hated, the world and its 
vanitles: can we be said to 
ve en object which we do 
not desire to resemble? To 


e God, is to desire to con- 


erse with him, to wish to go 


to him, to 1 and languish 


2fter - him. Th is but 3 


L 


| 
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II. Our Lord came tc; 
bring fire upon the earth,“ 
Jule xii, 49. and desired that 
ſire might overspread it. Vet 
men live in a deadly coldness 
and indifference. They love 
money, buildings, titles, and 
a chimera they call reputation; 
they love even the meanest and 


most contemptible things; 


but divine love rarely finds a f 


place in their kearts. Do thou, 
O Lord, vindicate thy right 


in us, notwithstanding our in- 


ſidelities: let the fire of thy 
love extinguish all other fires, 


What can we see lovely on'Þ 


121 
ft thee, which is not to be 
zund in its full perfection 


an thee, O thou fountain of 


all good! grant us but the 
grace to love thee, and we 
zhall then love thee only, thee 
:ternally, | 


hg. 
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THIRTIETH DAV. 


Sentiments of divine love. 


I. We love him, becaus- 


he first loved us,” 1 John iv. | 55 

19, But when shall we re- nm: 
| turn love for love? When wi 
f Shall we seek after him whoſp get 
N Seeks after us, and Who bearef He 
us in his arms? Pis within see 
| his tenderly and fatherly bo our 
som that we forget him: 't non 

| through the sweetness of hi and 
gifts that we cease to think o any 

him: what he gives us eve {rc 
moment, instead of tender we! 


affecting, does but, serve 
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-mase ts, He is the fountain 


of all pleasures; the creatures 
zre but the channels, and the 
-hannel makes us count the 
$Hurce for nothing. His im- 
mense love pursues us every 
where, and we continually 
get away from its pursuits! 
He 1s every where, and we 
zee him no where! Wethink 
ourselves alone when we have 
none but him: he doeth all, 
and we rely not upon him in 
any thing! We think ur afe 
fairs to be all desperate, when 
we have no resource left us 


but what his providence can 
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furnish, as if infinite and al. t 
mighty love was able to do 1 
nothing! O monstrous folly! 1 
| O subversion of the whole 121 
men! ten 
| II. Vet thou, O love, bear- w] 
est With us! thou waitest on ul 
us with a patience without | anc 
f end, and even seemest by thy to | 
excess of patience to indulge | lov: 
Our ingratitudes: even t hey the 
who desire to love thee, love thy 
thee oni' for themselves, for ing 
their comfort, or their securi- HN 
ty. Where are they that love Þ «cat 
thee for thy own sake? «il tr 
Where are they that love thee, tics 


because they were ereated for 
no other end but to love thee ?* 
They are unknown amoengest 
men, and their names are Writ- 
ten only in thy book. But to 
what purpose doth the world 
zubsist, if we love not thee, 
and if we love thee not so as 
to be made sensible that the 
love of thee is above every 


other blessing? This was 
| thy intention in produc» 
ing without thee what is not 


myself; thy design was to 
create beings, Who, holding 
all from thee, should devote 


tnennsclves only to thee, 


ON THE WORDS, 
* Lord, teach us to pray.," 
Luke x1. 1. 

O Lord, I know not what 
I Should ask of thee, Thou 
only knowest what I Want: 
and thou lovest me better than 
F can love myself. O Lord, 


give to me, thy child, what is 


proper, whatsoever it may be, 


T dare not ask either crosses 
or comforts. I only present 
myself before thee; 1 open 
my heart to thee. Bchold 
my wants, which I am 1gnor- 


ant of: but dg thou behold, 


and do according to thy mer- 
cy. Smite, or heal! Depress 
me, or raise me up: I adore 
all thy purposes, without 
knowing them: I am silent, 
I ofter myself in sacrifice. = 
abandon myself to thee, No 
more any desire, but to ac- 


complish thy will. Teach 


me to pray. Pray thou thy 


selt in me. 
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